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For Immediate Release: June 1, 2010 
Contact: Ashley Cannon, 212-608-4700 
  

CRIME COMMISSION URGES NY STATE TO 
EXPAND USE OF DNA TO CONVICT GUILTY, 

EXONERATE INNOCENT 
 

With DNA Databank, law enforcement can link guilty suspects to their 
crimes, exonerate innocent suspects, & overturn wrongful convictions 

 
Current law fails to collect DNA from 54% of criminals convicted of a 

crime; New plan requires DNA from anyone convicted in NYS 
 

NEW YORK, NY – Richard Aborn, President of the Citizens Crime Commission of New 
York City, today joined Governor Paterson and several of the state’s District Attorneys, 
calling for New York to expand the state DNA Databank law so that anyone convicted of 
a crime in New York State would be required to submit a DNA sample to the state’s 
DNA Databank. Under current law, criminals convicted of any felony or any one of 35 
specified misdemeanors are required to submit a DNA sample, but this fails to cover 54 
percent of criminals convicted of a crime. 
 
“To not require convicted criminals to provide a DNA sample in this day and age, is like 
not bothering to fingerprint them,” Aborn said. “We know that criminals often commit 
non-violent crimes before they commit violent crimes. Collecting DNA from all 
convicted criminals can help deter future violent acts – and exonerate someone who is 
wrongly convicted or suspected of a crime, as well.” 
 
The New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services found that on average, 
criminals whose DNA matched crime scene DNA in the databank had approximately 11 
prior arrests and 5 prior convictions – demonstrating that having convicted criminals’ 
DNA in a databank greatly increases the chances of solving crimes. In 2009 alone, there 
were a total of 42,942 persons arrested for a violent felony offense charge. Of these, 
7,543 had at least one prior Penal Law conviction that is not covered by the current DNA 
Databank law and did not have any DNA-eligible prior convictions in their history. This 
represents nearly 18% of the violent arrest pool.  
 
Again, more than half of all criminals convicted of a crime in the state do not currently 
have to submit their DNA sample, meaning they can easily commit additional crimes 
without being linked to the evidence.   
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Aborn is calling on the state legislature to pass a law to require anyone convicted of a 
crime in New York to submit a DNA sample to the Databank. Under this new law, 
individuals convicted of the misdemeanors not currently covered by the DNA Databank 
law will now be required to provide a DNA sample. By increasing the number of 
criminals required to submit their DNA, there will be more “cold hits” (matches) on 
DNA left behind at crime scenes. In addition, the expansion of the databank will prevent 
crimes from occurring by identifying criminals before they have the opportunity to 
commit additional crimes.  
 
This will also prevent innocent individuals from being wrongly suspected, arrested, and 
convicted of crimes they did not commit, and generally increase the cost efficiency of the 
state criminal justice system. 
 
The Citizens Crime Commission of New York City is an independent nonprofit 
organization working to make criminal justice and public safety policies and practices 
more effective through innovation, research, and education. In the last two decades, the 
Crime Commission has been a leader on key issues such as: expanding the use of DNA 
evidence in crime fighting, improving the juvenile justice system, creating alternatives to 
incarceration, developing interventions against gun violence, and highlighting the 
changing nature of the threat of terrorism. 
 
For more information on the DNA Databank law and the Citizens Crime Commission of 
New York City, please visit our website: www.nycrimecommission.org 
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