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CRIME COMMISSION ENDORSES NEW 
PLAN TO REQUIRE DNA SAMPLE IN EVERY 

PLEA BARGAIN 
 

NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services today urged prosecutors to 
require submission of DNA samples in every plea bargain 

 
While DNA is an extremely effective crime-fighting tool, current law fails 

to collect DNA from 54% of criminals convicted of a crime 
 

NEW YORK, NY – Richard M. Aborn, President of the Citizens Crime Commission of 
New York City, today lauded the new plan by Acting Commissioner Sean M. Byrne of 
the State Division of Criminal Justice Services to require submission of a DNA sample as 
a condition of all misdemeanor plea bargains. 
 
In response to Byrne’s announcement today, Aborn released the following statement:  
 
 “We know with certainty that criminals often commit non-violent crimes before they 
move onto violent offenses. Collecting DNA from all convicted criminals can help deter 
these future violent acts – and exonerate those who are wrongly convicted or suspected of 
a crime. DNA is a powerful and proven crime-fighting tool and it is very wise of 
prosecutors to use their plea bargaining power to collect DNA samples from convicted 
criminals, thus enhancing public safety.” 

 
The Citizens Crime Commission of New York City is an independent nonprofit 
organization working to make criminal justice and public safety policies and practices 
more effective through innovation, research, and education. In the last two decades, the 
Crime Commission has been a leader on key issues such as: expanding the use of DNA 
evidence in crime fighting, improving the juvenile justice system, creating alternatives to 
incarceration, developing interventions against gun violence, and highlighting the 
changing nature of the threat of terrorism. 
 
For more information on the DNA Databank law and the Citizens Crime Commission of 
New York City, please visit our website: www.nycrimecommission.org 
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