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          June 3, 2010 
A CALL TO ACTION: 

DNA DATABANK EXPANSION TO ALL CRIME CONVICTIONS 
 
Dear Citizens, 
 
The New York State Legislature has little time left to require that DNA be taken from anyone 
convicted of a crime. Astonishingly, New York State still fails to collect DNA in all 
misdemeanor cases, which comprise 54% of the individuals convicted of a crime. In the 21st 
century, this is the same as not taking fingerprints from 54% of those convicted. Public safety 
demands that we change this practice.  
 
Tuesday, I stood with Governor Paterson, several of the state's District Attorneys, the New York 
State Association of Chiefs of Police, and crime victim advocates to call on the legislature to 
expand the state DNA Databank law so that anyone convicted of a crime in New York State 
would be required to submit a DNA sample, which in turn will be compared with DNA collected 
from crime scenes.  
 
We know that criminals often commit non-violent crimes before they commit violent crimes. 
Collecting DNA from all convicted criminals can deter future violent acts—and exonerate 
someone who is wrongly convicted or suspected of a crime. But, the failure to do so can lead to 
appalling results. A case in point: Twice, Raymon McGill was convicted of minor crimes (petit 
larceny in 1999 and misdemeanor drug possession in 2003) that did not require collection of 
DNA. When he was finally convicted of a DNA qualifying offense—attempted robbery in 
2005—he was linked to the rape of an 85-year-old woman in January 2000, the murder of a 50-
year-old woman in March 2000, and a second murder, of a 68-year-old man in January 2004. It’s 
safe to say that had McGill’s DNA been collected as a result of the petit larceny conviction, his 
connection to the January 2000 rape could been discovered before the March 2000 murder, and 
that crime—as well as the second murder and attempted robbery—could have been prevented. 
And today, the misdemeanor drug possession charge—of which McGill was convicted three 
months before he killed again—remains a DNA ineligible offense. 
 
Most often DNA matches are made to sexual assault cases. But with increasing sophistication, 
scientists are able to obtain DNA samples from many surfaces including guns, bullets, other 
weapons, used cigarettes, and clothing—making the DNA Databank a powerful law enforcement 
tool.   
 
I hope you will join us in urging the New York State Legislature to further expand the DNA 
Databank law. If you would like to learn more about the DNA Databank, please visit our website: 
http://www.nycrimecommission.org/initiative4-DNA.php 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Richard M. Aborn 
 
The Citizens Crime Commission of New York City is an independent nonprofit organization working to make criminal 
justice and public safety policies and practices more effective through innovation, research, and education.   


